~0                                                          THE PROBLEM OF AUTHORITY

text from the Bible as a sole and sufficient ground for any state-
ment or action, show clearly enough that from his 'evangelical
conversion5 until the end of 1520 he ascribed, sometimes to the
4 Word of God', sometimes to 'the Scripture' (whether he regarded
these as identical will be later discussed, but he usually wrote and
spoke as if they were), an authority which was above that of the
Pope and Councils, and was, in fact, supreme. It will not take
long to show that he made this ascription consistently until the
end of his life. In 1523, in the von weltlicher Oberkeit, he says the
Church commands nothing that it does not know to be God's
Word.1 In the das eyn christliche Versamlung odder Gemeyne Recht und
Macht habe . . ; of the same year he asserts that the judgement of
doctrine and the appointment and dismissal of teachers and
pastors must be carried out solely according to the Scripture and
the Word of God,2 and he commends this work to the public in
his title on the ground that he gives 'Ground and reason from the
Scripture'. In 1524-5, in the wider die himmlischen Propheten, he
attacks Carlstadt on the ground that he was forsaking the Scrip-
tures and taking his stand on the grounds provided by Dame
Reason.3 In 1525, in the de servo Atbitrio, he attacks the statement
of Erasmus that he submits himself to the 'inviolable authority of
the Divine Scriptures and the decrees of the Church' on the
ground that submission to the Scriptures is all that is necessary.
for the Church cannot decide beyond what is already decided
in the Scriptures.4 In 1528 Luther accepts the articles of the
Apostles' Creed because he is convinced that their teaching is
contained in Scripture.5 In his introduction to the Great Cate-
chism of 1529 he says that everyone ought to know and under-
stand the Ten Commandments, the Apostles' Creed, and the
Lord's Prayer, because they comprise in brief the content of the
Scripture.6 In 1530 the signatories to the Confession of Augsburg,
written by Melanchthon and heartily approved by Luther, say
that it was produced in order to show that the Protestants believe
nothing which is 'contrary to Scripture and the Catholic Church',
and undertake to provide any further information according to
the Scriptures;7 the document assumes throughout that Scripture
is the necessary and sufficient ground of any doctrine,8 In
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